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property at sea. For instance, before 
the Administrator may issue a license, 
section 105(a)(5) of the Act requires 
that he find that the proposed explo-
ration will not pose an inordinate 
threat to the safety of life and property 
at sea. Also, under section 112(a) of the 
Act the Coast Guard, in consultation 
with NOAA, must require in any li-
cense or permit issued under the Act, 
in conformity with principles of inter-
national law, that vessels documented 
in the United States and used in activi-
ties authorized under the license com-
ply with conditions regarding the de-
sign, construction, alteration, repair, 
equipment, operation, manning and 
maintenance relating to vessel and 
crew safety and the safety of life and 
property at sea. In addition, under sec-
tion 105(c)(1)(B) of the Act, the Admin-
istrator may modify terms, conditions 
and restrictions for a license if re-
quired to promote the safety of life and 
property at sea. 

[46 FR 45909, Sept. 15, 1981] 

§ 970.801 Criteria for safety of life and 
property at sea. 

Response to the safety at sea require-
ments in essence will involve vessel in-
spection requirements. These inspec-
tion requirements may be identified by 
reference to present laws and regula-
tions. The primary inspection statutes 
pertaining to United States flag vessels 
are: 46 U.S.C. 86 (Loadlines); 46 U.S.C. 
395 (Inspection of seagoing barges over 
100 gross tons); 46 U.S.C. 367 (Inspection 
of sea-going motor vessels over 300 
gross tons); and 46 U.S.C. 404 (Inspec-
tion of vessels above 15 gross tons car-
rying freight for hire). All United 
States flag vessels will be required to 
meet existing regulatory requirements 
applicable to such vessels. This in-
cludes the requirement for a current 
valid Coast Guard Certificate of Inspec-
tion, as specified in § 970.205. Being 
United States flag, these vessels will be 
under United States jurisdiction on the 
high seas and subject to domestic en-
forcement procedures. With respect to 
foreign flag vessels, the SOLAS 74 or 
SOLAS 60 certificate requirements or 
alternative IACS requirements, as 
specified in § 970.205, apply. 

[46 FR 45909, Sept. 15, 1981] 

Subpart I—Miscellaneous 

§ 970.900 Other applicable regulations. 

The regulations in subparts H, I and 
J of 15 CFR part 971 are consolidated 
regulations and are applicable both to 
licenses under this part and to permits 
under 15 CFR part 971. The regulations 
in subparts H, I and J of part 971 gov-
ern records to be maintained and infor-
mation to be submitted by licensees 
and permittees, public disclosure of 
documents received by NOAA, relin-
quishment and surrender of licenses 
and permits, amendment of regula-
tions, competition of time, uniform 
hearing procedures, and enforcement 
under the Act. 

[54 FR 548, Jan. 6, 1989] 

Subparts J–W [Reserved] 

Subpart X—Pre-enactment 
Exploration 

§ 970.2401 Definitions. 

(a) Engage in exploration means: 
(1) To cause or authorize exploration 

to occur, including but not limited to a 
person’s actions as a sponsor, principal, 
or purchaser of exploration services; or 

(2) To conduct exploration on behalf 
of a person described in paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[45 FR 76662, Nov. 20, 1980, as amended at 47 
FR 5966, Feb. 9, 1982] 

§ 970.2402 Notice of pre-enactment ex-
ploration. 

(a) General. NOAA encourages any 
United States citizen who engaged in 
exploration for deep seabed hard min-
eral resources before June 28, 1980, to 
file not later than February 1, 1981, a 
written notice with the Administrator, 
in care of: The Director, Office of 
Ocean Minerals and Energy, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce, Page 
Building 1, Suite 410, 2001 Wisconsin 
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20235. 
Such notice shall not constitute an ap-
plication for a license or permit and 
shall not confer or confirm any pri-
ority of right to any site. 
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(b) Content of pre-enactment explo-
ration Notice. If a notice of exploration 
commenced prior to June 28, 1980, is 
filed pursuant to paragraph (a) it 
should be in writing and include the 
following: 

(1) Names, addresses, and telephone 
numbers of the United States citizens 
responsible for exploration operations 
to whom notices and orders are to be 
delivered; 

(2) A description of the citizen or 
citizens engaging in such exploration 
including: 

(i) Whether the citizen is a natural 
person, partnership, corporation, joint 
venture, or other form of association; 

(ii) The state of incorporation of 
state in which the partnership or other 
business entity is registered; 

(iii) The name of registered agent 
and places of business; 

(iv) Certification of essential and 
non-proprietary provisions in articles 
of incorporation, charter, or articles of 
association; and 

(v) Membership of the association, 
partnership, or joint venture, including 
information about the participation of 
partners and joint venturers, and/or 
ownership of stock. 

(3) A general description of the explo-
ration activities conducted prior to 
June 28, 1980, including: 

(i) The approximate date that the cit-
izen, or predecessor in interest, com-
menced exploration activities; 

(ii) A general estimate of expendi-
tures made on the exploration program 
prior to June 28, 1980; 

(iii) A statement of whether the cit-
izen intends to file an application for 
an exploration license pursuant to sec-
tion 101(b)(1)(A) of the Act after NOAA 
issues regulations implementing sec-
tion 103(a) of the Act; and 

(iv) A statement of whether the cit-
izen intends to continue to engage in 
exploration as allowed by section 101(b) 
of the Act, pending a final determina-
tion on his application for an explo-
ration license. 

(c) Exclusion of location information. 
The information submitted in the no-
tice of pre-enactment exploration re-
quired by this section shall not include 
the location of past or future explo-
ration or prospective mine sites. 

[45 FR 76662, Nov. 20, 1980] 

Subpart Y—Pre-license Exploration 

SOURCE: 45 FR 76662, Nov. 20, 1980, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 970.2501 Notice of pre-license explo-
ration voyages. 

(a) General. Any United States citizen 
who schedules an exploration voyage to 
begin after November 20, 1980 shall file 
written notice with the Administrator 
which sets out: 

(1) The name, address and telephone 
number of the citizen; 

(2) The anticipated date of com-
mencement of the voyage and its 
planned duration; 

(3) The exploration activities to be 
carried out on the voyage, including a 
general description of the equipment 
and methods to be used, and an esti-
mate of the anticipated extent of sea-
bed disturbance and effluent discharge; 
and 

(4) If the U.S. citizen has not filed a 
notice of pre-enactment exploration in 
accordance with § 970.2402, the informa-
tion specified in § 970.2402(b). 

(b) When and where to file Notice of fu-
ture exploration—(1) When. (i) Except as 
allowed in paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, the notice required by paragraph 
(a) of this section must be filed not 
later than 45 days prior to the date on 
which the exploration voyage is sched-
uled to begin. 

(ii) With respect to filing of the infor-
mation referred to in paragraph (a)(4) 
of this section, the filing dates speci-
fied in paragraph (b) of this section 
shall prevail over the date specified in 
§ 970.2402(a). 

(2) Exception. If an exploration voy-
age is scheduled to begin before Janu-
ary 5, 1981, the notice required by para-
graph (a) of this section must be filed 
on or before December 22, 1980. 

(3) Where. The notice required by 
paragraph (a) of this section must be 
filed in writing with the Adminis-
trator, at the address specified in 
§ 970.2402(a) of this part. 

§ 970.2502 Post voyage report. 

Within 30 days of the conclusion of 
each exploration voyage, the United 
States citizen engaging in the voyage 
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